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William  H.  Foster 


As  a  partially  blind  boy  Henry  D. 
Carpenter,  Route  2,  Bertram,  Texas, 
was  interested  in  bees.  He  captured  a 
few,  and  tried  to  get  them  to  stay  in 
the  hollow  of  an  old  tree  which  still 
stands  in  his  front  yard.  He  says  he 
knows  now  that  the  reason  they  would 
not  work  for  him  was  that  they  had 
no  queen. 

When  contacted  earlier  this  year  by 
Hugh  L.  Edwards,  Rehabilitation  Coun¬ 
selor,  and  T.  F.  White,  Rural  Specialist, 
of  our  Agency,  he  had  accumulated 
thirty-five  hives  of  bees  and  had  cared 


for  them  so  successfully  through  the 
last  honey  making  season  that  he  had 
been  able  to  sell  a  thousand  pounds  of 
honey.  Due  to  the  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment  given  to  him  by  this  Department, 
his  sales  this  year  will  bring  him  a 
profit  from  six  thousand  pounds  of  high 
grade  honey,  and  a  conservative  esti¬ 
mate  for  next  year’s  take  will  raise  this 
figure  to  at  least  ten  thousand  pounds. 
Ten  thousand  pounds  of  honey  from 
the  heart  of  Texas! 
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The  first  step  taken  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  was  to  double  the  original  thirty- 
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five  hive  capacity.  Seventy-five  pounds 
of  bees  were  bought  with  money  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Business  Enterprise  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Commission,  along  with 
new  stands  and  other  necessary  equip¬ 
ment  purchased  by  the  Vocational  Re¬ 
habilitation  Division.  Then,  through 
the  efforts  of  the  Rural  Specialist  and 
the  client’s  Rehabilitation  Agent,  a  bee 
man  was  found  who  wanted  to  sell  over 
seven  hundred  dollars  ($700.00)  worth 
of  bees,  hives  and  honey.  By  means  of 
a  private  loan  arranged  by  the  client 
with  a  banker  of  Burnet,  Texas,  this 
deal  was  closed. 

Now,  instead  of  his  original  thirty- 
five  hives,  this  blind  bee-keeper  and 
his  older  brother  are  living  on  their 
small  thirty-one  acre  farm,  and  he  is 
successfully  caring  for  one  hundred  and 
ninety-odd  hives,  housing  tens  of 
thousands  of  bees  who  are  industriously 
working  for  him. 

As  far  as  formal  education  is  con¬ 
cerned,  Henry  Carpenter  has  but  little. 
Nevertheless,  he  is  intelligent,  alert, 
and  a  hard  worker,  and  his  knowledge 
of  the  culture  and  keeping  of  bees  is 
equal  to  or  greater  than  that  of  the 
average  bee-keeper.  For  years  he  has 
had  read  to  him  everything  he  could  find 
on  this  subject;  he  has  talked  bees  to 
any  and  all  who  could  help  him;  and 
has  asked  for  and  received  practical 
suggestions  and  other  aids  from  his 
County  Agent  and  from  an  apiologist 
of  Texas  A.  &  M.  College. 

By  the  close  of  this  year  all  the  honey 
he  now  has  on  hand  will  be  sold,  his 
loan  from  the  Burnet  bank  will  be  re¬ 
paid,  and  he  will  have  remaining  in 
his  hives  plenty  of  honey  on  which  his 
bees  may  feed,  even  through  a  hard 
winter.  Next  year  he  plans  to  buy  new 


and  modern  equipment  for  extracting 
and  packaging  his  honey,  and  at  some 
time  in  the  not-too-far-distant  future 
he  hopes  to  experience  the  complete 
fulfillment  of  his  dream:  “The  keeper 
of  a  thousand  colonies  of  bees.” 


The  author  of  this  story  who  is  Professional  Specialist, 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Division,  Texas  State  Com¬ 
mission  for  the  Blind,  has  a  story  of  his  own.  Mr.  Fos¬ 
ter  is  a  native  Texan,  born  in  Odessa,  Ector  County  in 
1903.  As  a  child  of  eight  he  attended  public  school  for 
one  term,  but  because  of  progressive  failing  vision,  which 
has  left  him  with  only  light  perception,  he  entered  the 
Texas  School  for  the  Blind  at  Austin  in  September,  1912. 
There  he  graduated  from  high  school.  He  received  his 
B.A.  and  M. A.  Degrees  from  the  University  of  Texas, 
majoring  in  psychology,  with  additional  graduate  work 
in  psychology  and  sociology.  He  attended  law  school 
through  1925-27. 

Mr.  Foster  has  a  wide  range  of  professional  experience. 
From  1933  to  1941  he  did  substitute  teaching,  Department 
of  Psychology,  University  of  Texas.  A  few  years  later, 
from  a  teaching  position  in  a  Texas  CC  Camp,  he  became 
staff  manager  of  WPA  teachers,  Austin,  Texas  area,  then 
Acting  Area  Supervisor,  full-time  office  worker.  Prior 
to  joining  the  staff  of  the  State  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
he  was  operator  of  City  Hall  Canteen,  Austin.  Mr.  Foster 
is  a  member  of  Ex-Students  Association,  Texas  School  for 
the  Blind ;  Delta  Alpha  Epsilon,  honorary  social  science 
fraternity;  Alpha  Kappa  Delta,  national  honorary  soci¬ 
ology  fraternity;  Texas  Society  for  Mental  Hygiene 
(charter  member)  ;  Executive  Council,  Young  People’s 
Group,  Central  Christian  Church,  Austin,  Texas;  Church 
Board,  Central  Christian  Church. 


“TTie  Road  Is  Always 

Better  Than  The  Inn” 


Maurice  Maeterlinck  says:  “To 
me,  these  words  by  the  great 
Spanish  writer,  Cervantes,  mean  a 
way  of  living  .  .  .  Each  achieve¬ 
ment,  like  each  inn,  is  only  a  point 
along  the  road.  The  real  goodness 
of  living  comes  with  the  journey 
itself,  with  the  striving  and  desire 
to  keep  moving  ...  I  have  learned 
to  take  each  inn  along  the  way 
with  a  traveler’s  stride — not  as  a 
stopping  point,  but  a  starting  point 
for  some  new  and  better  en¬ 
deavor.” 
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